Honour, repute, a wealthy marriage, were ideas that began once more to grow large on the screen of his consciousness. Yet amidst the enervation and confusion which resulted from his doubt and despondency, there were two truths that never ceased to cast an absorbing image on his mind; a conviction that the human mind was a thing apart in the universe, and that a divine mind embraced the whole in an all-seeing vision. How reconcile this incarnate perversity of a world with the being of God without the aid of the Manichean spirit of evil ? Manicheeism he had tried, and found too much disfigured with errors. It could not be the divine guide he sought; there were human philosophers who ' had said things which were more probable.' The Christian Scriptures he had read, and, fancying they were to be taken at the letter, had flung contemptuously aside. The teaching of the Platonic school was all but unknown to him when he decided that all human guidance was unavailing, and there must be a divine message obscured somewhere in 'the forest of sects.' Clearly, what he neededore made their way to
